
Using
Understanding by Design

as a
Curriculum Framework

How does a unit fit into an entire course or K-12 program?
While backward design certainly applies to the design of individual units, the
process is also an effective way of mapping a coherent curriculum. When apply-
ing backward design to curriculum mapping, we consider our “desired results”
including content standards and other exit outcomes,
then map backward (e.g., 12 to K) to insure that all of the important results are
explicitly addressed through the courses and units. Backward mapping in this
way helps to identify any gaps and/or redundancies in the curriculum, and target
needed curriculum revisions/additions.

Understanding by Design suggests a particular “spin” on the mapping process:
Instead of simply listing the topics taught, a UbD map specifies the “big ideas”
and essential questions that are addressed at various points in the curriculum.
This approach helps to identify the overarching ideas and essential questions
that provide important “throughlines” in the curriculum. For example, in social
studies, an overarching EQ might be, Why do people move?. This same question
would then be examined in 3rd grade when we study the explorers, 5th grade for
the westward movement, and 10th grade with immigration.

Additionally, we propose that a UbD map should include “core” assessment
tasks that all students would perform to demonstrate their understanding of key
ideas and processes. (Of course, these tasks would be accompanied by agreed-
upon scoring rubrics.)  We believe that such curriculum mapping brings concep-
tual clarity and coherence to the curriculum.

The following pages contain samples of district curriculum maps based on the
Understanding by Design framework.



templateresourcesStage 3Stage 2Understanding by Design Stage 1 Intro

©2003  ASCD and Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe page 2

C
ou

rs
e 

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
s

S
tu

d
e

n
ts

 w
ill

 u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 
th

a
t…

• 
T

h
e

 P
re

a
m

b
le

s 
to

 t
h

e
 D

e
cl

a
ra

tio
n

 o
f 

In
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
ce

 a
n

d
th

e
 C

o
n

st
itu

tio
n

 e
st

a
b

lis
h

 t
h

e
 id

e
a

l f
o

r 
w

h
y 

w
e

 n
e

e
d

g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t 

a
n

d
 p

ri
n

ci
p

le
s 

th
a

t 
sh

o
u

ld
 g

u
id

e
 t

h
e

g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t’s

 d
e

ci
si

o
n

-m
a

ki
n

g
 –

 p
ro

vi
d

in
g

 a
 f

ra
m

e
w

o
rk

b
y 

w
h

ic
h

 w
e

 c
a

n
 e

va
lu

a
te

 o
u

r 
n

a
tio

n
’

s 
p

ro
g

re
ss

 a
n

d
su

g
g

e
st

 m
e

a
n

s 
fo

r 
im

p
ro

ve
m

e
n

t.
• 

P
ro

g
re

ss
 o

ft
e

n
 c

o
m

e
s 

a
t 

a
 p

ri
ce

 –
 t

h
e

 e
xt

e
n

t 
o

f 
w

h
ic

h
a

llo
w

s 
h

is
to

ry
 t

o
 ju

d
g

e
 it

s 
su

cc
e

ss
.

• 
S

p
e

ci
fic

 in
d

iv
id

u
a

ls
, 

e
ve

n
 o

u
ts

id
e

 o
f 

e
le

ct
e

d
 le

a
d

e
rs

, 
ca

n
h

a
ve

 a
 p

ro
fo

u
n

d
 im

p
a

ct
 o

n
 h

is
to

ry.
•A

m
e

ri
ca

 a
b

a
n

d
o

n
e

d
 it

s 
is

o
la

tio
n

is
t 

p
o

lic
y 

a
s 

e
co

n
o

m
ic

a
n

d
 g

e
o

-p
o

lit
ic

a
l i

n
te

re
st

s 
b

e
g

a
n

 t
o

 c
h

a
n

g
e

, 
b

e
co

m
in

g
 t

h
e

d
o

m
in

a
n

t 
w

o
rl

d
 p

o
w

e
r 

w
ith

 n
e

w
 c

h
a

lle
n

g
e

s 
a

n
d

re
sp

o
n

si
b

ili
tie

s.
• 

In
 o

rd
e

r 
to

 p
ro

m
o

te
 t

h
e

 g
e

n
e

ra
l w

e
lfa

re
, 

th
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t

h
a

s 
a

tt
e

m
p

te
d

 t
o

 b
a

la
n

ce
 t

h
e

 n
e

e
d

 t
o

 le
t 

th
e

 m
a

rk
e

t 
o

p
e

ra
te

fr
e

e
ly

 w
ith

 t
h

e
 n

e
e

d
 t

o
 r

e
g

u
la

te
 in

 o
rd

e
r 

to
 s

a
fe

g
u

a
rd

p
u

b
lic

 in
te

re
st

s.
• 

G
e

o
g

ra
p

h
y 

co
n

tin
u

e
s 

to
 in

flu
e

n
ce

 t
h

e
 e

co
n

o
m

ic
,

p
o

lit
ic

a
l a

n
d

 s
o

ci
a

l d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
o

u
r 

n
a

tio
n

.
• 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t A
m

e
ri

ca
n

 h
is

to
ry

, 
w

a
rt

im
e

 f
e

a
rs

 a
n

d
p

e
rc

e
iv

e
d

 t
h

re
a

ts
 t

o
 s

e
cu

ri
ty

 h
a

ve
 le

d
 t

o
 t

h
e

 d
e

n
ia

l o
f

ce
rt

a
in

 c
iv

il 
lib

e
rt

ie
s.

• 
A

m
e

ri
ca

n
 c

u
ltu

re
 r

e
fle

ct
s 

th
e

 e
ve

n
ts

 o
f 

th
e

 d
a

y 
a

n
d

sh
a

p
e

s 
h

o
w

 A
m

e
ri

ca
n

s 
p

e
rc

e
iv

e
 t

h
e

m
se

lv
e

s.
• 

R
a

tif
ic

a
tio

n
 o

f 
th

e
 C

o
n

st
itu

tio
n

 d
id

 n
o

t 
e

n
d

 t
h

e
 d

e
b

a
te

o
n

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
ta

l p
o

w
e

r;
 r

a
th

e
r

, 
e

co
n

o
m

ic
, 

re
g

io
n

a
l,

so
ci

a
l, 

a
n

d
 id

e
o

lo
g

ic
a

l t
e

n
si

o
n

s 
th

a
t 

e
m

e
r

g
e

d
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
tin

u
e

to
 e

m
e

rg
e

 f
u

rt
h

e
r 

d
e

b
a

te
s 

o
ve

r 
th

e
 m

e
a

n
in

g
 o

f 
th

e
C

o
n

st
itu

tio
n

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

 p
ro

p
e

r 
b

a
la

n
ce

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 f
e

d
e

ra
l a

n
d

st
a

te
 p

o
w

e
r.

• 
T

h
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t 

a
n

d
 p

u
b

lic
 c

o
m

m
itm

e
n

t 
to

 c
iv

il 
a

n
d

e
q

u
a

l r
ig

h
ts

 h
a

s 
a

d
va

n
ce

d
.

C
ou

rs
e 

E
ss

en
ti

al
 Q

ue
st

io
ns

1.
 A

re
 w

e 
be

co
m

in
g 

th
e 

na
tio

n 
w

e 
se

t o
ut

to
 b

e?
• 

W
h

a
t 

p
ri

ce
 p

ro
g

re
ss

?
• 

H
o

w
 d

o
 in

d
iv

id
u

a
ls

 m
a

ke
 a

 d
iffe
re

n
ce

?
• 

H
o

w
 d

id
 t

h
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s 

b
e

co
m

e
 

th
e

w
o

rl
d

 p
o

w
e

r?
• 

W
h

a
t 

is
su

e
s 

d
e

te
rm

in
e

 o
u

r 
in

vo
lv

e
m

e
n

t 
in

fo
re

ig
n

 a
ffa

ir
s?

• 
W

h
y 

d
id

 t
h

e
 U

S
 a

b
a

n
d

o
n

 it
s 

tr
a

d
iti

o
n

a
l

is
o

la
tio

n
is

t 
fo

re
ig

n
 p

o
lic

y?
• 

S
h

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

m
itm

e
n

t 
to

 t
h

e
 id

e
a

ls
 in

 t
h

e
co

n
st

itu
tio

n
 e

xt
e

n
d

 b
e

yo
n

d
 o

u
r 

b
o

rd
e

rs
?

• 
W

h
a

t 
is

 t
h

e
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t’s 
re

sp
o

n
si

b
ili

ty
 t

o
p

ro
m

o
te

 t
h

e
 g

e
n

e
ra

l w
e

lfa
re

?
•

S
h

o
u

ld
 t

h
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t 

b
e

 m
o

re
 h

a
n

d
s-

o
n

o
r 

h
a

n
d

s-
o

ff 
w

ith
 r

e
g

a
rd

s 
to

 t
h

e
 e

co
n

o
m

y?
• 

H
o

w
 d

o
e

s 
g

e
o

g
ra

p
h

y 
in

flu
e

n
ce

 h
is

to
ry

?
• 

H
is

to
ri

ca
lly

, 
w

h
y 

is
 t

h
e

re
 a

 s
tr

u
g

g
le

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

se
cu

ri
ty

 a
n

d
 li

b
e

rt
y?

• 
H

o
w

 h
a

s 
th

e
 c

u
ltu

ra
l i

d
e

n
tit

y 
o

f A
m

e
ri

ca
ch

a
n

g
e

d
 o

ve
r 

tim
e

?
• 

H
o

w
 h

a
s 

th
e

 s
tr

u
g

g
le

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 s
ta

te
’

s 
ri

g
h

ts
a

n
d

 f
e

d
e

ra
l p

o
w

e
r 

p
la

ye
d

 o
u

t 
o

ve
r 

tim
e

?
• 

H
o

w
 h

a
s 

th
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t’s 
co

m
m

itm
e

n
t 

to
“e

st
a

b
lis

h
 ju

st
ic

e
” 

ch
a

n
g

e
d

 o
ve

r 
tim

e
?

• 
H

o
w

 h
a

s 
th

e
 d

e
fin

iti
o

n
 o

f 
“j

u
st

ic
e

” 
ch

a
n

g
e

d
h

is
to

ri
ca

lly
 t

o
 b

e
co

m
e

 m
o

re
 in

cl
u

si
ve

?

C
ou

rs
e 

Sk
ill

s

T
h

e
 s

tu
d

e
n

t 
w

ill
 d

e
ve

lo
p

 s
ki

lls
 f

o
r 

h
is

to
ri

ca
l a

n
d

g
e

o
g

ra
p

h
ic

a
l a

n
a

ly
si

s,
 in

cl
u

d
in

g
 t

h
e

 a
b

ili
ty

 t
o

• 
Id

e
n

tif
y,

 e
xa

m
in

e
, 

a
n

d
 in

te
rp

re
t 

p
ri

m
a

ry
 a

n
d

se
co

n
d

a
ry

 s
o

u
rc

e
 d

o
cu

m
e

n
ts

 t
o

 in
cr

e
a

se
u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

f 
e

ve
n

ts
 a

n
d

 li
fe

 in
 U

S
 h

is
to

ry
;

• 
M

a
ke

 c
o

n
n

e
ct

io
n

s 
b

e
tw

e
e

n
 t

h
e

 p
a

st
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
p

re
se

n
t;

• 
S

e
q

u
e

n
ce

 s
ig

n
ifi

ca
n

t 
e

ve
n

ts
 in

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s

h
is

to
ry

 f
ro

m
 C

o
n

st
itu

tio
n

a
l t

im
e

s 
to

 p
re

se
n

t;
• 

In
te

rp
re

t 
id

e
a

s 
a

n
d

 e
ve

n
ts

 f
ro

m
 d

if
fe

re
n

t
h

is
to

ri
ca

l p
e

rs
p

e
ct

iv
e

s;
• 

E
va

lu
a

te
 a

n
d

 d
is

cu
ss

 is
su

e
s 

o
ra

lly
 a

n
d

 in
 w

ri
tin

g
;

•C
re

a
te

 a
n

d
 e

xp
la

in
 m

a
p

s,
 d

ia
g

ra
m

s,
 t

a
b

le
s,

 c
h

a
rt

s,
a

n
d

 g
ra

p
h

s;
• 

A
n

a
ly

ze
 a

n
d

 in
te

rp
re

t 
m

a
p

s 
to

 e
xp

la
in

re
la

tio
n

sh
ip

s 
a

m
o

n
g

 la
n

d
fo

rm
s,

 w
a

te
r 

fe
a

tu
re

s,
cl

im
a

tic
 c

h
a

ra
ct

e
ri

st
ic

s,
 a

n
d

 h
is

to
ri

ca
l e

ve
n

ts
;

• 
A

n
a

ly
ze

 p
o

lit
ic

a
l c

a
rt

o
o

n
s,

 p
o

lit
ic

a
l

a
d

ve
rt

is
e

m
e

n
ts

, 
p

ic
tu

re
s,

 a
n

d
 o

th
e

r 
g

ra
p

h
ic

 m
e

d
ia

;
• 

D
is

tin
g

u
is

h
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 r

e
le

va
n

t 
a

n
d

 ir
re

le
va

n
t

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

;
• 

R
e

vi
e

w
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 f

o
r 

a
cc

u
ra

cy, 
se

p
a

ra
tin

g
 f

a
ct

fr
o

m
 o

p
in

io
n

;
• 

Id
e

n
tif

y 
a

 p
ro

b
le

m
 a

n
d

 r
e

co
m

m
e

n
d

 s
o

lu
tio

n
s;

• 
S

e
le

ct
 a

n
d

 d
e

fe
n

d
 p

o
si

tio
n

s 
in

 w
ri

tin
g

,
d

is
cu

ss
io

n
, 

a
n

d
 d

e
b

a
te

.

A
 S

am
pl

e 
U

bD
 C

ur
ric

ul
um

 M
ap

 fo
r 

S
ta

ge
 1

*
7th

 G
ra

de
 U

ni
te

d 
S

ta
te

s 
H

is
to

ry

* 
co

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f 

M
a

rk
 W

is
e

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

M
id

d
le

 S
ch

o
o

l S
o

ci
a

l S
tu

d
ie

s 
T

e
a

m
,

W
e

st
 W

in
d

so
r-

P
la

in
sb

o
ro

, 
N

e
w

 J
e

rs
e

y



templateresourcesStage 3Stage 2Understanding by Design Stage 1 Intro

©2003  ASCD and Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe page 3

U
ni

t 
U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

s

S
tu

d
e

n
ts

 w
ill

 u
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

 t
h

a
t…

1
. T

h
e

 D
e

cl
a

ra
tio

n
 o

f 
In

d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

ce a
n

d
 C

o
n

st
itu

tio
n

e
st

a
b

lis
h

 t
h

e
 id

e
a

l f
o

r 
w

h
y 

w
e

 n
e

e
d

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t 

a
n

d
p

ri
n

ci
p

le
s 

th
a

t 
sh

o
u

ld
 g

u
id

e
 t

h
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t’

s 
d

e
ci

si
o

n
-

m
a

ki
n

g
.

2
. T

h
e

 C
o

n
st

itu
tio

n
 w

a
s 

w
ri

tt
e

n
 a

s 
a

 r
e

a
ct

io
n

 t
o

 t
h

e
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t 
u

n
d

e
r 

th
e

 
A

rt
ic

le
s 

o
f 

C
o

n
fe

d
e

ra
tio

n
’

s
in

a
d

e
q

u
a

cy
 in

 p
ro

vi
d

in
g

 f
o

r 
p

ro
te

ct
io

n
 o

f 
n

a
tu

ra
l r

ig
h

ts
a

n
d

 in
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g
 d

e
m

o
cr

a
tic

 id
e

a
ls

.

3
. 

G
e

o
g

ra
p

h
y 

in
flu

e
n

ce
d

 t
h

e
 e

co
n

o
m

ic
, 

p
o

lit
ic

a
l a

n
d

so
ci

a
l c

o
n

ce
rn

s 
o

f 
th

e
 f

o
u

n
d

e
rs

, 
w

h
ic

h
 w

a
s 

re
fle

ct
e

d
 in

 t
h

e
co

m
p

ro
m

is
e

s 
m

a
d

e
 w

ith
in

 t
h

e
 

C
o

n
st

itu
tio

n.

4
. T

h
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s 

C
o

n
st

itu
tio

n
 

is
 t

h
e

 m
o

st
 e

n
d

u
ri

n
g

 a
n

d
su

cc
e

ss
fu

l b
lu

e
p

ri
n

t 
fo

r 
se

lf-
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t 
in

 h
u

m
a

n
 h

is
to

ry
b

e
ca

u
se

 it
 e

st
a

b
lis

h
e

d
 a

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t 

th
a

t 
d

e
ri

ve
s 

its
 p

o
w

e
r

fr
o

m
 t

h
e

 p
e

o
p

le
, 

sh
a

re
s 

p
o

w
e

r 
b

e
tw

e
e

n
 n

a
tio

n
a

l a
n

d
 s

ta
te

g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
ts

, 
p

ro
te

ct
s 

th
e

 r
ig

h
ts

 o
f 

in
d

iv
id

u
a

ls
, 

a
n

d
p

ro
vi

d
e

s 
a

 s
ys

te
m

 f
o

r 
o

rd
e

rl
y 

ch
a

n
g

e
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
 a

m
e

n
d

m
e

n
ts

a
n

d
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n

.

In
d

iv
id

u
a
ls

 T
h

a
t 

M
a
d

e 
a
 D

if
fe

re
n

ce

Jo
h

n
 L

o
ck

e,
 M

o
n

te
sq

u
ie

u
, 

R
o

u
ss

ea
u

, 
D

an
ie

l 
S

h
ay

s,

G
eo

rg
e 

W
as

h
in

g
to

n
, 
T

h
o

m
as

 J
ef

fe
rs

o
n

, 
B

en
 F

ra
n

k
li

n
, 

Ja
m

es

M
ad

is
o

n
, 

A
le

x
an

d
er

 H
am

il
to

n

U
ni

t 
E

ss
en

ti
al

 Q
ue

st
io

ns

1
. W

h
y 

D
o

 W
e

 N
e

e
d

 a
 C

o
n

st
itu

tio
n

?
 

(R
e

la
te

d
 C

o
u

rs
e

 E
Q

’
s:

  
H

o
w

 d
o

 in
d

iv
id

u
a

ls
 m

a
ke

 a
d

iff
e

re
n

ce
?

 W
h

a
t 

is
 t

h
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t’

s 
re

sp
o

n
si

b
ili

ty
 t

o
 p

ro
m

o
te

 t
h

e
 g

e
n

e
ra

l w
e

lfa
r

e
?

)

2
. W

h
y 

is
 t

h
e

 C
o

n
st

itu
tio

n
 S

tr
u

ct
u

re
d

 t
h

e
 

W
a

y 
It

 I
s?

 (R
e

la
te

d
 C

o
u

rs
e

 E
Q

’
s:

  
H

o
w

 d
o

in
d

iv
id

u
a

ls
 m

a
ke

 a
 d

iff
e

re
n

ce
?

 W
h

a
t 

p
ri

ce
 p

ro
g

re
ss

?
 W

h
a

t 
is

 t
h

e
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t’
s

re
sp

o
n

si
b

ili
ty

 t
o

 p
ro
m

o
te

 t
h

e
 g

e
n

e
ra

l w
e

lfa
r

e
?

 H
o

w
 d

o
e

s 
g

e
o

g
ra

p
h

y 
in

flu
e

n
ce

 h
is

to
r

y?
H

o
w

 h
a

s 
th

e
 s

tr
u

g
g

le
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 s

ta
te

’
s 

ri
g

h
ts

 a
n

d
 f

e
d

e
ra

l p
o

w
e

r 
p

la
ye

d
 o

u
t 

o
ve

r 
tim

e
?

)

3
. W

h
y 

Is
 t

h
e

 C
o

n
st

itu
tio

n
 C

a
lle

d
 a

 “
L

iv
in

g
” 

D
o

cu
m

e
n

t?
 

(R
e

la
te

d
 C

o
u

rs
e

 E
Q

’
s:

  
W

h
a

t 
is

th
e

 g
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t’s

 r
e

sp
o

n
si

b
ili

ty
 t

o
 p

r
o

m
o

te
 t

h
e

 g
e

n
e

ra
l w

e
lfa

r
e

?
 H

o
w

 h
a

s 
th

e
g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t’s
 c

o
m

m
itm

e
n

t 
to

 “
e

st
a

b
lis

h
 ju

st
ic

e
” 

ch
a

n
g

e
d

 o
ve

r 
tim

e
?

 H
o

w
 h

a
s 

th
e

cu
ltu

ra
l i

d
e

n
tit

y 
o

f A
m

e
ri

ca
 c

h
a

n
g

e
d

 o
ve

r 
tim

e
?

)

R
es

o
u

rc
es

H
is

to
ry

 A
li

v
e
! 

T
h

e
 C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

 i
n

 a
 N

e
w

 N
a

ti
o

n
 –

 T
h

e 
R

o
o

ts
 o

f 
G

o
v

er
n

m
en

t 
(1

.1
, 

1
.2

,

1
.3

, 
1

.4
);

 T
h

e 
C

re
at

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

C
o

n
st

it
u

ti
o

n
 (

2
.1

, 
2

.2
, 

2
.3

, 
2

.4
, 

1
.4

);
 T

h
e 

C
re

at
io

n
 o

f 
th

e

B
il

l 
o

f 
R

ig
h

ts
 (

3
.1

, 
3

.2
, 

3
.3

, 
1

.4
);

 T
h

e 
C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

 i
n

 A
ct

io
n

 1
7

8
9

-1
8

2
0

 (
4

.1
, 

4
.2

, 
1

.4
);

T
h

e 
C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

 i
n

 A
ct

io
n

 T
o

d
ay

 (
5

.1
, 

5
.2

, 
5

.3
)

P
r
im

a
r
y

 S
o

u
rc

e
 D

o
c
u

m
e
n

ts

• 
Jo

h
n

 L
o

ck
e’

s 
w

ri
ti

n
g

s 
o

n
 n

at
u

ra
l 

ri
g

h
ts

• 
T

h
e 

D
ec

la
ra

ti
o

n
 o

f 
In

d
ep

en
d

en
ce

• 
T

h
e 

C
o

n
st

it
u

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e 
U

n
it

ed
 S

ta
te

s 
o

f 
A

m
er

ic
a

• 
F

ed
er

al
is

t 
P

ap
er

s 
#

1
0

 a
n

d
 #

5
1

A
 S

am
pl

e 
U

bD
 C

ur
ric

ul
um

 M
ap

 fo
r 

S
ta

ge
 1

7th
 G

ra
de

 U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

H
is

to
ry

 –
U

ni
t o

n 
th

e 
C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
– 

S
ta

ge
 1



templateresourcesStage 3Stage 2Understanding by Design Stage 1 Intro

©2003  ASCD and Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe page 4



templateresourcesStage 3Stage 2Understanding by Design Stage 1 Intro

©2003  ASCD and Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe page 5

E
xa

m
pl

e 
- 

P
ro

gr
am

-L
ev

el
 C

or
e 

A
ss

es
sm

en
ts

 in
 W

ri
ti

ng
G

re
ec

e 
C

en
tr

al
 S

ch
oo

l D
is

tr
ic

t,
 N

Y
G

ra
de

s 
6-

12

  G
R

A
D

E
E

xp
os

it
or

y
P

er
su

as
iv

e
L

it
er

ar
y 

A
na

ly
si

s
C

re
at

iv
e/

E
xp

re
ss

iv
e

  G
ra

de
 6

R
es

ea
rc

h
P

os
iti

on
Li

te
ra

ry
 e

ss
ay

 o
n

O
rig

in
al

 m
yt

h
re

po
rt

pa
pe

r
se

tti
ng

 o
r 

co
nf

lic
t

  G
ra

de
 7

A
ut

ob
io

gr
ap

hy
P

ol
ic

y
Li

te
ra

ry
 e

ss
ay

 o
n

Li
te

ra
ry

ev
al

ua
tio

n
ch

ar
ac

te
r

pe
rs

on
a

  G
ra

de
 8

R
es

ea
rc

h
P

ro
bl

em
/

Li
te

ra
ry

 e
ss

ay
 o

n
N

ar
ra

tiv
e

re
po

rt
so

lu
tio

n 
es

sa
y

sy
m

bo
lis

m
fic

tio
n

  G
ra

de
 9

C
au

se
/e

ffe
ct

E
di

to
ria

l
A

na
ly

si
s 

of
 m

ul
tip

le
P

oe
tr

y
es

sa
y

lit
er

ar
y 

el
em

en
ts

  G
ra

de
 1

0
R

es
ea

rc
h

S
oc

ia
l i

ss
ue

C
rit

ic
al

 L
en

s
H

is
to

ric
al

re
po

rt
es

sa
y

es
sa

y
P

er
so

na

  G
ra

de
 1

1
D

ef
in

iti
on

A
rg

um
en

ta
tiv

e
C

om
pa

ra
tiv

e 
ge

nr
e

P
ar

od
y/

sa
tir

e
es

sa
y

es
sa

y
es

sa
y

  G
ra

de
 1

2
R

es
ea

rc
h

P
os

iti
on

R
es

po
ns

e 
to

Ir
on

y
pa

pe
r

pa
pe

r
lit

er
ar

y 
cr

iti
cs

m


