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House Bill 930 and Senate Bill 306 

§ 22.1-253.13:3.C of the Code of Virginia 

“Each school board shall annually certify that it 
has provided instruction and administered an 
alternative assessment, consistent with Board 
guidelines, to students in grades three through 
eight in each Standards of Learning subject area 
in which a Standards of Learning assessment was 
not administered during the school year.”
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• Grade 3 History

• Grade 3 Science

• Grade 5 Writing

• US History to 1865

• US History from 
1865 to Present

Required 
Local Alternative Assessments

Timeline for Implementation of 
PBAs in Virginia
Year 1 (2014-15)

� Replace each of five removed SOL tests with one or 
more locally developed alternative assessments 
(preferably PBAs that meet Board guidelines)

Year 2 (2015-16)

� Develop local teachers’ capacity to create and use PBAs

Year 3 (2016-17)

� Use at least one PBA (per Board guidelines) for each 
of five removed SOL tests 

Year 4 (2017-18)

� Share examples of PBAs across divisions

Year 5 (2018-19)

� Partner with other divisions to score some of each 
other’s PBAs
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Jay 
McTighe’s

Quality 
Criteria

VDOE

§ 22.1-253.13:3.C of 
the Code of Virginia

Superintendent’s 
Memos #292-14 

(October 14, 2014)

Sup’s Memo #284-16 
(November 11, 2016)

Purpose of the Review Criteria

• Support initial design of PBAs/LAAs 

• Support review, revision, and/or adoption 

of PBAs/LAAs

• Support use of PBAs/LAAs for teaching, 

learning, and accountability
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A LAA Plan



VASS Expanding the 

Understanding, Development, & 

Use of PBAs

Short Pump, VA

January 18, 2017

Christopher R. Gareis, Ed.D. © 2017

crgare@wm.edu 6



VASS Expanding the 

Understanding, Development, & 

Use of PBAs

Short Pump, VA

January 18, 2017

Christopher R. Gareis, Ed.D. © 2017

crgare@wm.edu 7

Grade 3 Science
3.11 The student will investigate and understand different sources of energy. Key concepts include

a) energy from the sun;
b) sources of renewable energy; and

c) sources of nonrenewable energy.
Understanding the Standard

(Background Information for Instructor Use Only)

Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Processes

• The sun is the source of almost all energy on Earth. The 

sun is the direct source of light and thermal energy.

• Sunlight, water, and wind are sources of energy. The 

force of flowing water and moving air (wind) can also be 
used to generate electricity.

• Wood comes from trees. It has many important uses, 
including its use as a fuel.

• Some energy sources are renewable. That means that 
they can be replaced. Some energy sources are 

nonrenewable. That means that once they are used up, 
they are gone and cannot be replaced. Coal, oil, and 

natural gas are nonrenewable resources.

• Fossil fuels, such as coal, oil, and natural gas, are formed 

from decayed plants and animals. The formation of fossil 
fuels takes millions of years.

In order to meet this standard, it is expected that 

students will

•explain that the sun is the major source of energy for 

Earth.

•identify sources of energy and their uses.

•describe how solar energy, wind, and moving water can 
be used to produce electricity.

•describe how fossil fuels are used as an energy source.

•compare and contrast renewable and nonrenewable 

energy sources.

•analyze the advantages and disadvantages of using 

different naturally occurring energy sources.

•design a basic investigation to determine the effects of 

sunlight on warming various objects and materials, 
including water.
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Overview

The skills defined in standard 3.1 are intended to define the “investigate” component 
and the understanding of the nature of science for all of the other third-grade 
standards (3.2–3.11)….Standard 3.1 does not require a discrete unit be taught on 
scientific investigation and the nature of science because the skills that make up the 
standard should be incorporated in all the other third-grade standards.

3.1 The student will demonstrate an understanding of scientific reasoning, logic, and the nature of 
science by planning and conducting investigations in which
a) observations are made and are repeated to ensure accuracy;
b) predictions are formulated using a variety of sources of information;
c) objects with similar characteristics or properties are classified into at least two sets and two 

subsets;
d) natural events are sequenced chronologically;
e) length, volume, mass, and temperature are estimated and measured in metric and standard 

English units using proper tools and techniques;
f) time is measured to the nearest minute using proper tools and techniques;
g) questions are developed to formulate hypotheses;
h) data are gathered, charted, graphed, and analyzed;
i) unexpected or unusual quantitative data are recognized;
j) inferences are made and conclusions are drawn;
k) data are communicated;
l) models are designed and built; and
m)current applications are used to reinforce science concepts.

a
g
c
m

e
h
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j
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b
l

m

a
e
g
h
j

Curriculum Mapping for 
“Deeper Learning”

SOL
3.1

SOL 3.113.4 3.5 3.6 3.10Review
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• Decide not to 
torch a beehive 
in the backyard

• Understand the 
tides for safety 
in the ocean

• Conduct a 
scientific 
investigation to 
identify the 
effects of energy 
from the sun on 
water

• Improve food
production and 
food safety

Professional Student

KidGrownup

Why do we teach what we teach in third grade science?
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The Women’s Suffrage Movement:  
Winning & Exercising the Right to Vote

Visual product

Verbal reasoning, 
process, & product
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Rating Scale
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Grade 5 Writing

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Year 1

2014-2015 - - -

Common Writing 

Prompt (released SOL 

prompt and rubric)

Year 2

2015-2016

-

Expository Essay

National Museum of 

American History 

Research Paper 

Persuasive Letter

Year 3

2016-2017

Personal Narrative 

writing pre-assessment

Narrative Fiction

MCQ grammar and 

mechanics pre-

assessment

Expository Essay            

National Museum of 

American History 

Research Paper 

MCQ on grammar 

and mechanics 

benchmark

Personal Narrative 

writing post-

assessment

Persuasive Letter

MCQ grammar and 

mechanics post-

assessment
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Small-Group Review of a PBA
Use the “Review Criteria” to discuss the PBA at your table.

1. What are the merits of this PBA?

2. How could this PBA be revised to better meet the needs of 
your division, school, or classroom?

3. What questions do you have about the review criteria?

4. What ideas for creating other PBAs does this prompt for 
you?

If time allows, review another PBA or begin designing a PBA as a 
group or individually. 
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Advertisement
Artifact
Autobiography

Biography

Blog
Board Game
Book Report
Brochure
Cartoon
Chart
Collage
Collection
CAD (Computer-Aided Design) 
Projection
Conceptual Model
Debate
Demonstration
Design Schematic / Blueprint
Diorama
Documentary Film
Display
Dramatization
Editorial
Experiment
Expository Essay
Flow Chart
Graph/Chart
Interview (questions, real, 

Lab Report
Letter to a Company
Letter to an Elected 
Representative
Letter to the Principal/Teacher
Letter to a Friend
Magazine article
Map
Mock Artifact
Mock Historical Document
Mock Trade Agreement
Model
Musical Composition
Narrated Power Point
Newspaper article
Non-linguistic representation 
(e.g. , drawing, picture)
Persuasive Essay
Persuasive Speech
Photograph(s)
Play/Scene script
Podcast
Poem (e.g., limerick, haiku, free 
verse)
Poetry recitation/Poetry slam
Poster/Banner
Proposal

Public Service Announcement 
(scripted, performed, audio, 
visual)

Research Proposal

Screenplay

Short Story

Simple/Compound Machine

Simulation

Song (lyrics/performed)

Storyboard

Taught Lesson

Test

Weather Forecast

Webpage/Website

Webquest

Written Explanation
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Grade 5 Writing

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Year 1

2014-2015 - - -

Common Writing 

Prompt (released SOL 

prompt and rubric)

Year 2

2015-2016

-

Expository Essay

National Museum of 

American History 

Research Paper 

Persuasive Letter

Year 3

2016-2017

Personal Narrative 

writing pre-assessment

Narrative Fiction

MCQ grammar and 

mechanics pre-

assessment

Expository Essay            

National Museum of 

American History 

Research Paper 

MCQ on grammar 

and mechanics 

benchmark

Personal Narrative 

writing post-

assessment

Persuasive Letter

MCQ grammar and 

mechanics post-

assessment
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3 Roles of Technology in PBAs

Communicate

Research

TECHNOLOGY

Produce

Purpose of the Review Criteria

• Support initial design of PBAs/LAAs 

• Support review, revision, and/or adoption 

of PBAs/LAAs

• Support use of PBAs/LAAs for teaching, 

learning, and accountability
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Workshop Wrap-Up
Think about and respond individually to each of the following two questions.  
Once everyone at your table has had a chance to do this, then share your 

responses with each other as a whole group.

1. What important understandings about reviewing 
and improving performance-based assessments 
(PBAs) and local alternative assessments (LAAs) 
have you learned today?

2. Based on your understandings about PBAs and 
LAAs, what are important next steps for your 
division, school, and/or classroom?


