Essential Questions (EQs) for Religion


These questions are designed to be open-ended and thought-provoking to encourage student inquiry, reflection, and personal meaning-making rather than simple factual recall. They are organized under broad thematic clusters you might use in a course. Of course, you will only want a few such questions that can fruitfully explored and revisited over time. 

Belief and Faith
· What does it mean to have faith?
· How do beliefs shape the way people live their daily lives?
· Why do humans seek meaning through religion?
· Can faith and reason coexist?

Sacred Texts and Teachings
· How do sacred texts guide the lives of believers?
· In what ways can religious texts be interpreted differently across time and cultures?
· What makes a text “sacred”?
· How do stories, myths, and parables communicate truths that facts alone cannot?

Practices and Rituals
· Why do religious traditions develop rituals, symbols, and ceremonies?
· How do rituals connect individuals to community and to the divine?
· In what ways do religious practices shape identity?
· What role does tradition play in contemporary society?

Ethics and Morality
· How do religions help people distinguish right from wrong?
· Are moral values universal, or do they depend on cultural and religious context?
· How should people respond when their religious beliefs conflict with laws or social norms?
· What responsibilities do humans have toward one another and the world?

Diversity and Dialogue
· How are different religions similar and how are they different?
· What can we learn from studying religions other than our own?
· How can understanding religion promote peace and reduce conflict?
· Is it possible to be both deeply committed to one’s faith and open to others?

Personal Meaning
· What role does religion play in shaping personal identity?
· How does religion address life’s “big questions” (e.g., Why am I here? What happens after death)?
· Can one be spiritual without being religious?
· How do personal experiences influence one’s religious beliefs (or non-beliefs)?



Essential Questions for Religion (High School)

	Theme
	Essential Questions
	Possible Course Applications

	Belief and Faith
	What does it mean to have faith?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Belief and Faith
	How do beliefs shape the way people live their daily lives?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Belief and Faith
	Why do humans seek meaning through religion?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Belief and Faith
	Can faith and reason coexist?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Sacred Texts and Teachings
	How do sacred texts guide the lives of believers?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Sacred Texts and Teachings
	In what ways can religious texts be interpreted differently across time and cultures?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Sacred Texts and Teachings
	What makes a text “sacred”?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Sacred Texts and Teachings
	How do stories, myths, and parables communicate truths that facts alone cannot?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Practices and Rituals
	Why do religious traditions develop rituals, symbols, and ceremonies?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Practices and Rituals
	How do rituals connect individuals to community and to the divine?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Practices and Rituals
	In what ways do religious practices shape identity?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Practices and Rituals
	What role does tradition play in contemporary society?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Ethics and Morality
	How do religions help people distinguish right from wrong?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Ethics and Morality
	Are moral values universal, or do they depend on cultural and religious context?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Ethics and Morality
	How should people respond when their religious beliefs conflict with laws or social norms?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Ethics and Morality
	What responsibilities do humans have toward one another and the world?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Diversity and Dialogue
	How are different religions similar and how are they different?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Diversity and Dialogue
	What can we learn from studying religions other than our own?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Diversity and Dialogue
	How can understanding religion promote peace and reduce conflict?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Diversity and Dialogue
	Is it possible to be both deeply committed to one’s faith and open to others?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Personal Meaning
	What role does religion play in shaping personal identity?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Personal Meaning
	How does religion address life’s “big questions” (e.g., Why am I here? What happens after death)?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Personal Meaning
	Can one be spiritual without being religious?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy

	Personal Meaning
	How do personal experiences influence one’s religious beliefs (or non-beliefs)?
	World Religions, Ethics, Philosophy
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